
 

May 2016 Newsletter 

 
Calendar of Events: 
(Regular meetings start at 7 P.M. unless otherwise 

stated.) 

May 12th- No regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

May 14th- Saturday 8 AM- 4 PM, Club Auction and 

Raffle. 

June 9th- Bonsai Smith’s Workshop. 

June 18th- Shohin Society Critic. Kathleen 

Williamson & Ray Gonzalez 

June 24-26th- Club Exhibition. 

July 14th- TBD 

July 28th- BOD meeting at Mark’s house. 

Aug. 11th- TBD 

Sept. 8th- TBD 

Oct. 6th- TBD 

Oct. 13-16th- LSBF Convention. 

Nov. 5-6th- Japanese Garden Fall Festival, BOD 

meeting. 

Nov. 10th- Bonsai Smith’s Workshop. 

Dec. 8th- Christmas Party. 

 

The May meeting has changed 

to Saturday May 14th because 

of our annual auction and 

raffle. 

 

President’s Message 
By Acting President Steven Hendricks  

 

Spring arrived with a vengeance at my house.  

I hope you had better luck than I did.  In the course 

of two weeks I had three hailstorms.  Fortunately, 

most of the hail was pea sized but I did get a good 

pummeling with marble sized hail as well.  Those 

trees I couldn’t protect took a beating.  I call it 

“pruning by nature.” 

We have started rebuilding the club’s web 

page.  It is very preliminary but you can again find 

the basic information about the club and the current 

program information.  Hopefully it will grow to 

cover all our needs.  Please be patient. 

We had a successful display at the Japanese 

Gardens last month.  We had some nice looking trees 

and received many complements.  On the sales side, 

we had one of our most successful sales ever.  The 

small junipers almost sold out on Saturday and the 

few we had left sold out on Sunday.  As a result, we 

will be short of sales materials again this fall all for 

Fallfest.  If you have some small material that you 

are willing to part with, let us know and we can 

supply you with plastic bonsai pots to put them in.  

Many thanks to those who helped with the show.  I 

wish we had more of the new members participate. 

We had an excellent program last month with 

our LSBF Visiting Artist, Rodney Clemens.  Rodney 

assembled a wonderful five tree “wind influenced” 

planting on a slab.  The lucky winner of the planting 

was Ted Tyler.  I hope to see it in future club 

displays. 

Some of you wanted to know about Rodney’s 

mix for muck.  It is equal parts: long fiber sphagnum 

moss, akadama dust, and Michigan peat moss or 

black cow manure.  As a substitute for akadama dust, 

he also uses fine powdered clay. 
 

From our Program Chairman  

Steven Hendricks- 

May Program: Annual Auction/Raffle 

 
 This month brings our annual auction/raffle 

fundraiser.  All members are asked to bring in bonsai 

related items for the Auction/Raffle as we have done 

for several years. Trees, pots, slabs, tools, books, 

magazines, companion plants, and artwork are all 

acceptable items to bring.  



Each member may bring in as many bonsai 

items as you like. Items for the auction must have a 

minimum value of $35 and be bonsai-related. Items 

below $35 will be used for the raffle.  

We always have a great time at the Auction/ 

Raffle. You never know what will show up at this 

event. You are sure to see something you will want 

for your collection and much at bargain prices. Hope 

you can make it. Here is the schedule.  

8:00 am         Doors open, set up, bring in items.  

9:00-10:00    Raffle tickets on sale. All items should 

be in place and ready   for viewing.  

10:00            Raffle begins. 

10:30            Auction begins.  

 

Auction Guidelines:  

Items for auction must have a value of at least $35 

and must be bonsai-related.   

1. Final price of the item will be split 80% to the 

owner, 20% to FWBS. If you are donating an 

item to the FWBS for the auction, thank you 

and the club will keep 100% of the final bid.  

2. All funds to be collected by FWBS. Owner's 

share to be distributed by the treasurer within 

a week of the auction. Please check with the 

treasurer at the end of the auction for the total 

sales amount.    

3. Upon arrival to the event, please register your 

auction items with the auctioneer. Have the 

type of tree or name of item, any other 

pertinent information that may help sell your 

item, and your minimum acceptable bid 

price. You will fill out a paper auction form 

to place by the item. Your cooperation is 

needed here, as this is our only means of 

keeping records for the auction.  

 

Fort Worth Bonsai Society  

Additional Auction Guidelines: 
 

 Items for auction must have a value of at 

least $35 and must be bonsai related.  

 Final price of the item will be split 80% to the 

owner, 20% to FWBS.  If you are donating an 

item to the FWBS for the auction, thank you 

and the club will keep 100% of the final bid. 

 All funds to be collected by FWBS.  Owner's 

share to be distributed by the treasurer within 

a week of the auction.  Please check with the 

treasurer at the end of the auction for the total 

sales amount. 

 Upon arrival to the event, please register your 

auction items with the auctioneer.  Have the 

type of tree or name of item, any other 

pertinent information that may help sell your 

item, and your minimum acceptable bid 

price.  You will fill out a paper auction form 

to place by the item.  Your cooperation is 

needed here as this is our only means of 

keeping records for the auction. 

 At any time during the event the owner may 

lower the minimum amount by first 

informing the auctioneer.  If there are no bids 

for an item, the auctioneer may ask for any 

bids from the floor and sell the item for less 

than the minimum bid upon the owner's 

approval. 

 As this is a fund raiser for the bonsai club, 

please do not sell items outside of the 

auction/raffle area. 

 Winning bidders are expected to pay for their 

items at the end of the auction by cash, check, 

or debit/credit card. 

 BONSAI    TREE  AUCTION / 
RAFFLE!!!! 

 Fort Worth Bonsai Society 
 Saturday, May 14, 2016 

 At the Botanic Garden Center Bldg.  

  (Deborah Beggs Moncrief Garden 
Center) 

  
 Chinese Elm in ceramic pot 



 The Raffle portion of the event features 
bonsai related items $35 or less.  Tickets are 
$1 each, or less if you buy multiple tickets. 

 The Auction portion features bonsai items 
over $35 and can get as high as $500 for 
some excellent bonsai trees.  Many nice 
trees in bonsai pots will go for less than 
$100.  Cash, Check, Debit/Credit Card 

accepted. 

  

 10 am- Viewing, Raffle tickets sold 

 10:30- Viewing, Raffle begins 

 11:00- Auction begins 

  

 Lots of Pots, magazines, books, small plants 
in the raffle. We are liquidating ex-
member’s 15 tree collection, mostly pre-
bonsai in ceramic pots. Boxwood, native 
Locust, Shantung Maple, San Jose juniper, 
Procumbens juniper and more. 

  

 
           Juniper to be auctioned. 

 
Kingsville Boxwood. 

 

 
Shantung Maple. 

 

 
Boxwood tree up for auction. 

 

Spring Japanese Festival Show & Sale 

Saturday & Sunday, April 23 & 24 

 

Thanks to everyone who helped during the festival. 



 
The sales table brought in a record amount of 

money for the club. 

            

 
Tropical ficus on display at the festival. 

 

 
Thank you, Joe for arranging the displays 

beautifully, as you always do. 

 
Dan demonstrating bonsai pruning on a large 

boxwood at the festival. 

The Texas State Bonsai Exhibit 
To see the exciting work being done for the Texas 

State Bonsai Exhibit go to the links below: 

http://www.ttsbe.org/blog/2016/3/ttsbe-foster-day-

at-persimmon-hill-2-21-2016 

http://www.ttsbe.org/blog/2016/3/pilot-display-

installation-at-zilker-park-part-2-2-28-2016 

 

April Meeting with Rodney Clemmons 
 

 
Rodney hard at work on the boxwood grove. 

 

http://www.ttsbe.org/blog/2016/3/ttsbe-foster-day-at-persimmon-hill-2-21-2016
http://www.ttsbe.org/blog/2016/3/ttsbe-foster-day-at-persimmon-hill-2-21-2016
http://www.ttsbe.org/blog/2016/3/pilot-display-installation-at-zilker-park-part-2-2-28-2016
http://www.ttsbe.org/blog/2016/3/pilot-display-installation-at-zilker-park-part-2-2-28-2016


 
Placing the trees. 

 

 
Club members admire the finished planting. 

 

MAY BONSAI 
By John Miller 

An interesting article by Bjorn Bjorholn in 

the latest Golden Statements, Vol. 39 No. 2, on 

studying the Phylotaxy, Species Identification and 

Evolutionary Background of trees cleared up (for me 

anyway) why use what I have refered to as the Boon 

technique for training Japanese Black Pines.  Since 

the JBP is a seacoast tree and Japan has many 

massive typhoons that shred new growth from the 

branches, the JBP has developed capability to break 

a second flush of growth yielding new bud 

development.  Two things to remember.  The first 

spring growth must be encouraged and fed to supply 

the tree with enough energy to produce the new 

growth.  Secondly, more twigs sharing the energy in 

the branch mean smaller needles.  When and how 

many Japanese are doing this I don’t know at this 

time. 

In the Dallas area, May is the time you do the 

leaf pruning job if you have to do it.  If you have kept 

the new growth pinched properly, you have been 

getting the ramification usually attributed to leaf 

pruning.  The only good reason for leaf pruning is to 

replace foliage that has been damaged by wind or 

insects.  On some individual plants that have large 

foliage, the new foliage will sometimes be smaller.  

Leaf pruning should be done after the spring foliage 

has matured and supplied the tree with enough 

nutrients to produce a good crop of new foliage.  It 

must be done well before the summer heat causes the 

plant growth to slow or stop.  I consider the very 

latest time in this area to be Memorial Day.  Leaf 

pruning is done only on very healthy trees and never 

on the atropurpeum type of Japanese maple 

(Bloodgood is one).  The tree should be well 

fertilized 7 - 10 days before the operation. Cut the 

stems of those leaves that have them (maples) or cut 

across the leaf about 1/16 inch from the twig if leaves 

are attached direction on the twig (elms).  It will not 

need as much water until the new foliage has 

developed. 

When the satsuki azaleas finish bloom 

remove all seed pods and do any reshaping that is 

necessary.  You have 2-2 1/2 months (that is mid-

July) to work on them.  They will start setting buds 

for next years flowers at that time.  Other varieties 

will have different bud set times. 

When the nighttime temp stays above 60 

degrees it is time to start repotting the tropical 

material.  Since there are so many different 

requirements for tropicals I will not try to cover their 

individual needs here.  But in general, I like to put 

them in shade and mist them until the new growth 

starts. 

Warm humid days are favorable for fungal 

growth.  Watch for mildew, black leaf spot on elms 

and yaupons, among other.  As an organic control 

you can use baking soda (sodium bicarbonate) or 

better use Potassium bicarbonate that you can get at 

a nursery.  Hydrogen peroxide in a 1% solution (mix 

1 part of the normal 3% commercial product with 2 

parts water) can be used on mature foliage.  It may 

burn tender foliage but its only by-product is water. 

If you have insect problems you will need to 

apply your control, whatever you use, several times.  

For example, in hot weather spider mites may go thru 

the cycle from egg to adult to egg in as little as 5 



days.  Therefore you should spray 4 times 5 days 

apart.  Other insects will have a different cycle but 

that schedule should take care of almost everything. 

Aphids, spider mites, and scale continue to be 

the most prevalent insects.  The foliar spray of fish 

emulsion, liquid kelp, molasses, and apple cider 

vinegar (1 tablespoon each per gallon of water) is all 

the control I use for them.  Scale is the most difficult 

because it is usually covered with a waxy coating 

(the scale).  You may need to use a horticultural oil 

mixed as directed on the label.  Be sure that the 

direction you read is for summer use as some have 

two dosages given, one for dormancy (usually the 

first and strongest) and one for summer.  Do not use 

an oil based spray on buttonwood. Always check to 

see if your plant is included on the label.  Please 

note: the commercial organic spray sold as Garret 

Juice does not do the same as the above mixture. Use 

it as a fertilizer only. 

If you see damage to the foliage or the plant 

is not doing well, look for other problems, possibly 

root problems. If you don’t recognize the culprit ask 

you favorite bonsai nurseryman for help fast. 

Start checking your pots to see if the sun is 

heating them up.  Our summer sun shining on dark 

pots can make the soil temperature soar and kill the 

roots.  Try putting your hand on the pot.  Roots are 

living organisms and cannot take high temperatures 

any more than you can.  Heating also dries out the 

soil making you water more often.  Any number of 

ways of keeping the pots cool will work, the 

requirement being to prevent the sun from getting to 

them.  An inch or more of air space around the pot is 

desirable.  I do not care for the aluminum foil 

methods because I don’t care to have the light 

reflected to the underside of leaves or into my eyes.  

A simple cloth with a slit to go around the trunk 

works fine, weight it down with a rock. Shredded 

sphagnum will keep the surface soil cooler and 

damp. 

Remember all the work that you did in the 

spring?  Keep the new growth trimmed so that you 

haven’t wasted your time.  While trimming or 

watering check the wiring periodically and remove it 

before it damages the branch.  If the branch springs 

back some rewire it. 

If you are not on a regular organic 

foliar/drench feed schedule be sure to use fertilizer 

cakes with supplemental feeding with a good liquid 

fertilizer, one that includes the minor elements.  Most 

bonsai I see are malnourished.  The liquid water 

soluble fertilizer gets washed out with the next 

watering and the tree starves until the next  

(infrequent?) feeding.  There are a number of 

fertilizers in pellet or cake form on the market or you 

can make your own. 

 
 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Thursday at 7 PM, at the  

3220 Botanic Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This 

is the building where the large conservatory 

greenhouse is located. Please check our website at 

www.fortworthbonsai.org for meeting dates and 

special events.  

 

Acting President: Steven Hendricks 

 stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

Vice President, Programs: Steven Hendricks 

 stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com  

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: We need a volunteer! 

Member-at-Large: Bruce Harris 

bruce.harris1@verizon.net 

Other Positions: 
LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

LSBF Alternate: Bill Jacobson 

wdjacobson@gmail.com 

Webmaster: Bill Weber 

 webwill1@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather 

eflather@sbcglobal.net 

 

http://www.fortworthbonsai.org/
mailto:stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com
mailto:stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com
mailto:mark.bynum12@att.net
mailto:bruce.harris1@verizon.net
mailto:mark.bynum12@att.net
mailto:wdjacobson@gmail.com
mailto:webwill1@yahoo.com
mailto:eflather@sbcglobal.net

